
Watering Tub Historic Plaque Background 
In 2024, Town Councilman John Francisco, at Town of Horicon Board meeting, discussed 

the importance of preserving the Watering Tub on Watering Tub Road in Brant Lake. The 

Watering Tub is situated on land owned by the Schroon Lake Park District, and there was 

concern (subsequently unfounded) that the District wanted to remove the watering tub. 

Through Town Board meetings in 2024 and 2025 and discussions with the Horicon 

Historical Society, various options were explored, including moving the watering tub to 

the Horicon Historical Museum. After considering the costs and difficulties of moving the 

large stone and finding that the Schroon Lake Park District had no intention of moving 

the Watering Tub, it was agreed that the best option would be to leave the watering tub 

in place and to memorialize its importance to many residents and visitors in the area 

with a Historic Plaque. 

 

The Horicon Historical Society investigated the background and evolution of this 

Watering Tub, which uncovered very scant information and is documented in this article.  

Through a generous grant from the Community Fund for the Gore Mountain Region of 

the Adirondack Community Foundation and a donation from the Brant Lake Farmer’s 

Market collected from its customers, the Horicon Historical Society will erect the plaque 

in November 2026, shown below, for all to remember, and enjoy. 

 

 



What’s a Watering Tub? 

A watering tub and trough were essential civic and agricultural fixtures, situated along rural 

roads or in town squares, to provide drinking water for horses, livestock and travelers. These 

fixtures were often spring fed, sometimes through a pipe, into a metal tub or stone trough. 

These water catch basins would be low enough to allow use by the livestock (horses and oxen) 

which were the main transportation of the day. And sometimes a pipe was provided for more 

convenient water access by the wagon drivers and travelers. These watering tubs evolved in the 

20th century to be a source more for humans than animals as cars and trucks replaced the 

animal-drawn carriages. 

Residents and seasonal visitors would often use well-sourced and high-quality spring water as a 

main or supplemental source of drinking water for residences and camps. This was especially 

useful during low-water seasons or during winter freezing weather when traditional water 

sources could be problematic. This practice continues where the watering tub’s water source 

still proves to be hygienic and not contaminated with local pollutants as development 

encroaches on the water sources. 

 

Watering Tub on Watering Tub Road 

This Schroon Lake Park District site, purchased from Finch, Prynn in 1954, was a free water 

source from the 19th century until 2017 when water regulations prevented further use. The pipe 

that fed the tub was removed in 2018. The spring flows from the north side of the road and was 

likely the original location of the watering tub. Sometime in the 20th century, the watering tub 

location was moved to the current location, on the south side of the road, where it was more 

easily accessible to “non-farm animal” clients. This current version was created by stone mason 

Blair Gregson from stone extracted from the Horicon Town landfill and installed in 2008. On a 

well-travelled by-way with a close-by stream with a strong waterflow, it proved a popular water 

source for the Towns of Horicon, Chester and Schroon Lake residents and vacationers. The 

spring can still be heard running underneath the site. 

 

 

 



     

This is the earliest photograph that we have of the 

watering tub on Watering Tub Rd. It was taken 

around 1955 and shows Horicon resident Bryce 

Johnson drinking out of the pipe which fed this 

tub. It was a metal container within a concrete 

drainage pipe – not the most attractive but it 

certainly did the job.  Tim Meade remembers his 

mother providing the metal container for this 

version of the watering tub. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

This is the next iteration of 

the watering tub. The 

photograph was taken 

around 1965 and shows 

Brant Lake resident Bob 

Newton with children 

Sherry, Betty, Todd and 

Greta hiding behind Todd. 

This is a stone facing 

watering tub, possibly with a 

metal container liner for the 

water. Barbara French 

remembers her father, 

Albert Monroe, repairing 

this structure. 

 



 
At a Horicon Town Board Meeting on May 17, 2007, the Town Board discussed the need for a 

replacement watering tub due to extensive deterioration of the current structure. Blair Gregson 

presented his plan to replace it with a big rock, make it smooth and carve out the center into a 

bowl effect. Such a design would have no seams and no cement, thus greatly reducing 

maintenance repairs over time. 



 

 

The Board agreed to the proposal and Blair Gregson made the current watering tub from 

granite extracted from the Horicon Town Landfill. It was installed in the spring of 2008. 



 

 

In November 2017, the Watering Tub was permanently closed by the Horicon Town Board due 

to positive testing for E. Coli in the water. Because there was not a feasible solution for the Town 

to correct this problem, they did not want to risk the exposure of someone falling sick due to 

the contaminated water.  A sign was posted indicating the water was not potable, and the 

watering tub was permanently closed. The pipe that fed the tub was removed. It was the end of 

a long history of being a well-loved water source. 

 

 

 

 



The Current Watering Tub 

The current watering tub, now retired, stands on Watering Tub Road for all to enjoy and imagine 

what life was like in the early days of the townships. Images are shown below.  

 

 

 

 



Other Watering Tubs in Town of Horicon 

Another watering tub existed on Route 8 in the Town of Horicon, on Abel Crook’s property 

towards the northeastern end of Brant Lake. It had a spring house on the eastern side of the 

road (which finally collapsed around 2015) and the watering trough was on the western side of 

the road. The spring can still be heard running continually under Route 8 into Brant Lake. A 

watering tub also existed on Dorset Rd by the intersection with Pumpkin Hollow Rd 

Does anyone have pictures of the watering tub on Watering Tub Road that pre-dates 1955 that 

you can share with us, along with any information you have about the photo? Or pictures of 

other watering tubs in the Town of Horicon? Please send to horiconhistory@gmail.com with 

your name and contact information. We will share the relevant information on this website. 

mailto:horiconhistory@gmail.com

